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ngs by An umisual view of Pacific Electric 1299 
press, on the city streets in Los Angeles bound 
velding for Newport Beach. Note the three rails 

‘ and the LARY street cars in the background 
rry due to joint trackage with the narrow gage 
21 cast- cars on San Pedro Street. Taken through 
process the window of an inbound train August 14, 
1945 by He Le Kelso. . 
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Again in the news is the Southern Cali- 
fornia desert area, in past years the scene 
of large scale railroad abandonments. Now 
comes news of a large scale railroad con- 
struction job, which may possibly be the 
last one of its kind in California. 

This projected railroad is to connect 
the Iron Chief iron-ore mines in the Eagle 
Mountains, owned by Kaiser interests, with 
the Southern Pacific’s Sunset route in the 
vicinity of Mecca, a few miles south of 
Indio. 

Because the railroad is still in the pre- 
liminary survey stage there are no definite 
facts available as yet. Instead we will have 
to discuss the situation that led up to the 
planning of this line, and what has been 
done towards its development thus far. 

To begin with, the Iron Chief claims 
comprise 2700 acres in the Eagle Moun- 
tains, being situated approximately 12 
miles northwest of Desert Center. Desert 
Center is located 60 miles east of Indio. 
The deposit is estimated to contain more 
than 100,000,000 tons of 60% ore, sufficient 
to operate the Kaiser plant at Fontana for 
from 50 to 75 years. 

With those known facts Kaiser acted. 
He declared his intention to develop the 
deposit into an open pit similar to that in 
Minnesota's Mesabi range. His plans call 
for production of 3500 tons of ore daily. 
The necessity for a railroad to connect the 
mines with the Southern Pacific was fore- 
seen with this tonnage to be moved. 


Trolley fans will get quite 
a thrill out of the clipping on 


the right from a Civic League 
phamplet. Their support will 
really count. 


EXCURSION TIMETABLE 


May 4th - CNRHS trip to San 
Ramon Valley 
May 25th - R&LHS tour of the 
HB8&ch Hetchy R.R. 
Bune 8th - CERHS proposed 
trap to Calistoga 


Note: CNRHS trips not yet 


"announced"; R&LHS trip is 
Wready sold out. 
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Speaking of Railroads .. . 


This railroad will be unlike other fam- 
ous, though now extinct, desert roads, in 
that it will have a steady climb from below 
sea level at Mecca to a high elevation in 
the Eagle Mountains. Fortunate indeed is 
the fact that tonnage trains will operate 
downhill. The Southern Pacific will be 
the one to wrestle the loads from the sub- 
level of Salton Sea up to the summit of 
San Gorgonio Pass at Beaumont at an 
elevation of 2559 feet above sea level, and 
then on in to Fontana. 

A recent move in favor of this project 
was the purchase of 600 acres near Mecca 
as sites for a 100-home housing project for 
workers constructing the railroad. The 
Kaiser Company, Iron and Steel Division. 
recently negotiated an $11,500,000 loan 
with RFC which will provide necessary 
capital for enlargement of the steel-making 
plant and transportation facilities. 

All this has been good news to raildom, 
but with this good news comes a little bad. 
Recently a partner of the former owner 
of the mines brought suit against the 
Kaiser Company to cancel the sale, claim- 
ing that the deposit is worth $9,000,000 
instead of the $1,132,811 originally paid 
for it. Though this litigation may tie up 
the mines for a considerable period of 
time, it is not expected to delay the con- 
struction of the railroad because the pro- 
ject calls for two years of work before it 
will be ready for use. 


JACK GIBSON 


CIVIC LEAGUE OF IMPROVEMENT CLUBS 
& ASSOCIATIONS OF SAN FRANCISCO 
Organized 1906 


Hunters Point Bridge 

Bay View Industrial Area 

More Factories and Pay-rolls 

Air Service to Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Ultra-Modern (P.C.C.) Street Cars* 
Trolley Buses for Branch Lines 

Buses for Feeder-Cross-town Lines 
Peninsula Rapid Transit 

Lombard Street Tunnels 

Private Home Building Developments 





*The only Mainline Vehicle inducing motorists to 
leave their automobiles at home. 
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(My ‘Favorite Rail-Photo 


‘from the collection of Robert M. Hanft 





"I am enclosing a print which you may use in The Western 
Railroader as 'My Favorite Western Steam Shot'. Reasons why 
it is high in my favor include the fact that it brings back 
pleasant memories of the only narrow gauge common carrier line 
woodburners I ever saw in operation. I rode in the cab of 
this engine, on what was then a splendid little railroad." 


This was the Sumpter Valley Railroad of a few years ago. 
The woodburners have already passed out of the picture, and 
now the whole line has been granted permission to abandon. 


This view was taken at Austin,Oregon, on March 18, 1939, 
of engine number 18, a Baldwin 2-8-2 built in 1916 (#42815). 


Robert M. Hanft 
SUMPTER VALLEY TO ABANDON IMMEDIATELY 


Word from the Sumpter Valley Railroad management is to 
the effect that they expect to discontinue operation in April 
and will tear up the rails during May. - LL Stein 


UNION PACIFIC SELLS COACHES TO CHINA 


Six Union Pacific Coaches recently sailed from San Fran- 
cisco on the deck of the freighter "Midnight" bound for new 
service on the Shanghai-Nanking railroad in China. They were 
part of a shipment of 50 cars being shipped from San Francisco 
and Portland. Some 25 cars will leave from San Francisco and 
twelve are already enroute to Shanghai. The cars are being 
shipped by International Engineering Co., an overseas sub- 
siduary of Morrison-Knudsen Co. - S.F.News 
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REPORT ON SACRAMENTO RAILROAD SITUATION 


The Northern California Railroad Club tour of the Sacrament 
Shops of the Southern Pacific on March 16, 1947, saw sixty per- 
sons on hand representing all of the various fan groups in the 


Bay Area. The group had exclusive use of an observation car the ( 

whose 40 seats were never completely filled due to the large twel 

capacity of the platform. i 
f 1 


The group was meet on the platform by Superintendent of 
Shops He Ge Vance together with five department heads who escor 
the party through the shops. After a group picture by David fF plus 


Joslyn the party started on a tour of the 198 acres of shops. é gy 
' for 
Highlights of the tour included a walk through the cars | shou. 


of the San Joaquin Daylight burned in the tahk truck collision ff tral 
at Kingsburg. - While the outside of the cars were quite badly [ff 
burned, the insides were in much better condition than might 
be expected. > 4-6- 
- Bail 
Fire also figured in another highlight when it was discove obse 
that the Petaluma and Santa Rosa electric motors were being 





burned on the scrap tracke The wooden motors were completely [| 
consumed, but steel motor 502 was still smoking. 3 oe 
S Cc 
Near the roundhouse a new supply shed proved to be the | shap 
body of Visalia Electric motor 401 which was retired when the 
new diesels were put in service. i 
dire 
After the tour your editor was the guest of Al Phelps and Spok 
Larry Harrison who took him over to the Sacramento Northern for | 
yard where the former Napa Valley diesel 40 was now relettered 
Sacramento Northern 141. The juice motors were still running 
on the waterfronh with three of the all-steel 650's stationed / and | 
near the I street bridge. No where in sight was any Central aver 
California Traction equipment and Harrison states that a CCT 
diesel makes one trip to Sacramento each day and that contrary . 3 
to reports electric motor 7 is not stationed at Sacramento. ae 
A visit to the Western Pacific Shops found that plant has 
filled with stored power including engine number 1, 2-8-0, Buil 
Harrison reports that Stockton has even more engines on the that 
deadline. The Feather River Rxpress came through about then new 
with engine 81 on the head end (4-6-0) hauling one baggage = 4 
car and three coaches---this is a Sunday consist. vo 
The side trip also included a trip to an unusual layout the 
about five miles south of Sacramento on Freeport Blvd. owned 
by the Sacramento Brick works. Some half mile of three-foot 





gauge industrial line connects the pits with the plant with loco: 
two very interesting locomotives on the property. One is a 
Porter 0-4-OT with a diamond stack while Two is a Porter 0-6-0T 






also equipped with a diamond stack. Only number one is now will 
operative and thile the line is now shut down, repairs are now | ayl: 
being made to the plant and railway. sche 
Fran 

On the return home excursionists noted that the former 

Key ferry "Hayward" used by the Army during the war between 
Camp Stoneman (Pittsburg) and the San Francisco piers had joinei— for 1 
the Susuin steamer graveyard of ‘surplus boats. ees 
se 





Francis Guido, Editor 
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February 25, 1947, saw the first eastbound schedules of 
the Great Northern's new Empire Builder. The train carries 
twelve cars east of Spokane with the train of ten cars starting 
at Seattle. One Coach and one sleeper operate out of Port- 
land on the Spokane, Portland & Seattle. 


The SP&S train consists of the two cars mentioned above 
plus a Great Northern baggage car, a local coach and a cafe- 
parlor car all in the new colors of orange a gee selected 
for the "Empire Builder". By sometime in April all equipment 
should be streamlined and a single-unit d&éésel will head the 
train. 


The first day the Portland train consisted of SP&S 626, 
4-6-2, a standard baggage car, Portland-Spokane coach, Empire 
Builder coach, Empire ilder sleeper and an old GN cafe-parlor- 
observation---complete with open observation platform. 


The Portland-Spokane coach is the famous "Pendulum Car" 
built by the Pacific “ailway Equipment Company in Los Angeles. 
It carries the number GN 999 and still retains its football- 
shaped windows. 


The SP&S train consists of the same local cars in both 
directions as the train operates out of Portland arriving at 
Spokane at 10:55 P.M.3; are given a fast turn-round, then leaves 
for Portland at 12:01 A.M.. 


The Empire Builder makes the 2245 miles between Portland 
and Chicago on a 45-hour schedule with a total elapsed time 
average of 49.9 miles per hour. 


To meet this schedule the Union Pacific has revised the 
"City of Portland" service to offer a daily 42 hour service 
between Portland and Chicago. The old 17-car City of Portland 
has been broken up into an ll-car train the same as the "Empire 
Builder" without the coffee-shop coach. It is understood 
that the UP will add a coffee-shop coach later along with all 
new equipment. The "City of Portland" does its 2272 miles 
in 42 hours for a total elapsed time average of 54.5 miles per 
hour, This is two hours slower than the old "City of Port- 

and", but allows flag stops at such stations as Hood River, 
the Dalles, La Grande and Baker. 


The Great Northern hauls its Empire Builder with an electric 
locomotive between Wenatchee and Skykomish. 


The Northern Paéific's streamlined "North Coast Limited" 
will not go into service before August. The S.P.'s Shasta 
Daylight may not go into service until late 1947. The announced 
schedule will leave Portland at 8:00 a.m. and arrival at San 
Francisco at 9:30 p.m. 


The Portland and Seattle chambers of commerce are as 
for fast streamlined service between their two cities of the 
U.P., NP and S.P.&S. who operate joint train service between 


these points. DAVID LLOYD STEARNS 
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DATA ON NEW SOUTHERN PACIFIC DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES 


The first of 25 thousand horsepower switchers 
have been numbered T&NO 39 to 46 inclusive. They 
were built by ALCO-GE and are class DES-105. 

The new passenger diesels for the Shasta Day- 
light and Golden Rocket are 6000 horsepower, 
three unit locomotives by Electro-Motive. 

The new freight diesels are four unit, 5200 hprsepower engines 
also built by Electro-Motive. -- Hammond 





OLDER CLASSES OF SOUTHERN PACIFIC STEAM ENGINES 
MAY SOON BE SCRAPPED IN DRIVE ON OBSOLETE POWER 


Southern Pacific fans are advised to get started on the 
following classes of gouthern Pacific steam engines which are 
Slated to be scrapped in the near future; 

1100's 0-6-0, 1600's 2-6-0, 2200's 4-6-0, smaller 2400's 
4-6-2, 2600's 2-8-0, 2900's 4-8-0, smaller 3100's 4-6-2, 3900!s 
4-6-6-2, 4000 4-8-8-2 and the 3000's 4-4-2, except 3000-3. 

‘ e= Pred Stindt 





NOV.-aA NATIONAL SHORT-LINE MONTHLY... 

That's The CROW SHEET, which concentrates on factual coverage 
of the lovable little roads everyone likes, Juice fans, too, 
will find the "Traction Topics" section good reading. To keep 
up with the short-lines, get acquainted with The CROW SHEET 

* * * Twelve issues for one dollar *«# 23 Parker Avenue 

* * * Single copies, ten cents *** Cranford, Hew Jersey 











SPOKANE INTERNATIONAL BUYS UNION PACIFIC ENGINES 


yeu wt The Spokane International Railway has purchased 
' two Union Pacific engines, UP 1917 and 1936, both 
2-8-2's, Spokane International 907, 2-8-0, has 
been taken out of service and 916, 2-8-0, has been 
scrapped, --- Tom Kreutz 


ALAMEDA BELT BUYS ANOTHER DIESEL 


The Alameda Belt has purchased another 1000 horsepower 
Alco-GE diesel-electric switcher into service as their D-3,. 
The Belt Line has placed its steam switchers 1 and 2, 0-6-0!s, 
formerly Santa Fe 2036 and 2039 respectively, in storage, 
and switching is now being done by the diesels and steamer 
3, 0-6-0, formerly “anta Fe 2045. --- J. C. Hammond 


SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC DISPOSING OF EQUIPMENT 


The San Diego “lectric Railway has sold its 10-ton Brown 
Hoist, Number 022, to the Pacific Electric. Serapping of 
all of the class 3 and class 8 (Salt Lake City) cars is now 
completed, and scrapping of the class 9 (Third Aveme, N.Y.) 
cars except eight still in use on the mmber 9 line is under 
way. Some Rebuilding of the class 5 oars (400's) is underway 
with work being done on the body, trucks and motors. 
--- Eric Sanders 
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SAN DIEGO GETS IMPROVED SERVICE 


Improved schedules east have been put into 
effect between San Diego and eastern points via 
both Santa Fe and San Diego & Arizona Eastern. 
Through pullman cars now operate on the San Diegan 
connecting with the Chief while a new schedule on 
the SD&AE connects at Yuma with both the new 
"Imperial" and the "Sunset Limited" with through 
cars for both trains. --=- Eric Sanders 


UNION PACIFIC PREPARES FOR HIGH SPEED CATTLE SERVICE 


The Union Pacifie are placing 300 new cattle cars in 
service for new high-speed service between Salt Lake City 
and Los Angeles. The new service will take 35 hours or 
less compared to present 50 hour service which requires a 
feed and water stop at Las Vegas which will be eliminated 
under the new schedule. The new cars are larger than 
the conventional cars and are painted a striking yellow. 
All cars are Timken roller bearing equipped which will cut 
friction 89% and permit faster speeds with greater safety. 

--- Jack Whitmeyer 


PORTLAND DOCK COMMISSION BUYS DIESEL 


The Portland Commission of Public Docks has purchased 
a 25-ton diesel locomotive from the War Assets Administration 
for use at the Municipal Terminal No. 4 for moving cars load- 
ed with phosphate and coal for export shipment. The locomotive 
was used during the war at the Swan Island Shipyard, Portland. 
--- David Lloyd Stearns 


GREAT NORTHERN PUTS ON LOCAL 


The Great Northern has inaugurated a new local train 
running between Spokane and Bonners Ferry, Idaho, consisting 
of a motor car and coach making the stops formerly made by 
the "Fast Mail". -- Tom Kreutz 


MOTION PICTURE COMPANY AGAIN ON SIERRA RAILROAD 


The Paramount Studios moved via special train over the 
8.P. to location on the Sierra Railroad near Sonora. Studio 
equipment included fifteen of its own railroad cars--one engine, 
one baggage car, four coaches, five box cars and four flat cars. 
The studio engine moved on its own wheels, but an S.P. engine 
haulod thy train. A sccond spe-‘al was operated for studie 
personnel of about 125 persons consisting of two baggage ears, 
five sleepers and a lounge. - Higginbotham 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC PLACES "ANNUAL" EMBARGO 

The almost seasonal embargo on the northern section of 
the Northwestern Pacific was issued during February with the 
block at Shiverly. Slides on this portion of the line cause 
trouble almost every year. .-- Ed Wrrer 
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RIVER LINE PASSENGER BOATS SOLD 


The former River Line million dollar passenger boats, 
Delta Queen and Delta King have been sold. The Queen has been 
sold to Greene Lines of Cincnnati, Ohio, for excursion use 
on the Mississippi. The King was sold to Chinese Interests 
for service on the Yangtse River. -- Hammond 


KEY SYSTEM TRANSIT LINES ADOPTS NEW EMBLEM 


The new Key System emblem shown here has 
adopted for the East Shore Empire system 
and is now being placed on the equipment. 
The Street cars are being numbered near 
the door instead of the usual center. 


-- Hammond 


KEY SYSTEM 





NEVADA COPPER BELT EMBARGO SET 


Nevada Copper Belt suspended all operations effective 
12:01 AM on March 24, 1947, and abandoned its entire line. 
The S$.P. embargoed all LCL traffic destined to points on that 
line that could not reach its destination by the 22nd of March 
and carload traffic that could not be delivered, unloaded and 
empty cars returned and delivered back to the §.P. at Wabuska 
by 5:00 PM on March 22, 1947. - S.P. Embargo notice 


SPRECKELS SUGAR STEAM SWITCHER SOLD TO SCRAPPER 


Spreckels Sugar Company has disposed of its steam switcher 
#1100, 0-6-0 type, to the United Commercial Company and it is 
now at the company yard in San Francisco. The engine is the 
former Southern Pacific 1100 which was sold to the sugar comp- 
andy 7-7-3530 for use at the sugar beet plant near Salinas. The 
SP. later replaced the engine in its number series with the 
South San Francisco Belt #5 which now bears the number 1100. 
The Spreckels Sugar Company recently took delivery on diesel- 
electric switchers. 


YOSEMITE VALLEY OBSERVATION TO SEE SERVICE FOR SCRAPPER 
The Yosemite Valley Railroad observation #330 is now at 


the A.D. Shader yard in San Francisco being converted to a 
business car for the A.D. Shader Company, railroad contractors. 
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